e -

Approved For Release 2008/02/07‘ CIA R%P85_MQO364R001201930004 -5

Pt _.;\.\.me e ‘WWWW NN LRI ROR TIR R AL2Y 3.0T)

F:D/Pers
D/ OEA”
'C/PAD/ 0 EA
| SAZIA-53 2 [
AQ/DCI ==
C/1PD/0IS *{:

‘told him DCI w111 see- upon hlS
return )

" Executive Secretary .

19 October 83

Approved For Release 2008/02/07 - GIA-RDP85M00364R001201930004-5

25X1




Approved For Release 2008/02/07 - ClA-RDP85M00364R0012_o1930004-5 .

. ” . : “,’

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE MILITARY ASSISTANT : o
10/18/83

NOTE FOR. | ‘

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, CIA . | R
ROOM: 7E12 :

Secretary Weinberger wanted Mr. Casey -
to see the attached article--citing it
as another example of journalistic
distortion of the facts concering the

)

KAL 007 incident.

. Colin L. Powell

- Major General, USA }
Senior Military Assistant
"t? EhemSecretary of Defen
pebid e o
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flos Ang'ellleb Fimes

Sunday, October 16, 1983

How US.
Distorted
Jet Crisis

By William Plaff

PARIS

ow n is conceded by American
officials that the Russians did
believe that the South Korean
. Boeing 747 shot down the night of
.Aug. 31- SepL 1 was an American spy
plane. US. newspapers' report that
American intelligence, havmg re-
viewed -all of‘the evidence-available;
finds “no .indication that the Soviet
air-defense personnel knew jt was 2
commercial plane before the attack.”
U.S. intelligence is “confident that
_the SU-15 fighter involved was below
and behind the airliner “where identi~
fication would ‘have been difficult. It
" has reached “general agreement that
--the Soviet air-defense force had dis-
played a poor capacity to intercept
aircraft in Soviet airspace, to distin-
- guish | between commercial and -mili-
. tary aircraft and to identify a plane
" before shooting it down.” These con-
- .clusions, the report says, were deliv-
ered to the White House two weeks
after the attack.:
O 4hn Crrrint_TIninn hntheen,tel]mg




-

o .

-

Approved For Release 2008/02/07 : CIA-RDP85M00364R001201930004-5

Aperoved For Release 2008/02/07 CIA RDP85M00364_R00120

- produced a giuriou: victory fo. the
1930004-5 ropaganda war. So it has,

so far. If in the future something
should come out to substantiate the
Soviet claim that thig 747 was on an
intelligence mission of some nature, it
will become not a propaganda catas-

" . trophe for the United States, but a

moral catastrophe. Moreover, if this
747 was on U.S. service, it will eventu-
ally come out. Washington cannot
keep secrets like that—not any longer.
One prays that Capt. Chun Byung In of

‘Korean Airlines—well known, it

.seems, for its cost-consciousness-—was
taking the short way home, presuming

- that even if he didn’t get away with it,

the worst thing that could happen
would be a forced landing on Sakhalin.
- When Soviet planes have intruded
into U.S. airspace, U.S. policy has been

‘to intercept them and escort the
" strangers off, subsequently protesting.

Yet one wonders what would happen if
a Soviet military plane entered U.S. air
gpace over New England and flew

. over a series of East Coast military

installations, continued in this for 2%
hours, ignored orders to land and was
finally over Cape Canaveral ready to
turn out to thie open sea towards Cuba.
‘Would the United States necessanly ’
haveletitgo?. .
Charles Z.' Wick, head of the U.S.

| . . Information Agency, which made an

Jimmense. propaganda project of the

" affair, says that it has provided “an

A'.,unpreced_emed opportunity to show

- the truth, which is the greatest com-
* munication asset we have on behalf of

th Free World against.the disinfor-
mation of the Soviets. And that’s what
this contest is all about.”

. But the truth about the episode, as

2 apparently has been known in Wash-
‘ington smce mid-September, is- not

what the' United States has been

- telling. A spokesman for the Depart-

g

‘ment of State has said that whatever

the truth of the matter, the position of
the U.S. government would not
change, since even 1f the Soviets were




